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Dordt Celebrates 25 Years

I

Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa. This familiar phrase appears
on almost everything associated with this institution, and for some of
us, it is difficult to imagine a time when there was no Dordt College.
But it wasn't that long ago when even that original solitary brick
building, now referred to as the "old classroom building," did not
exist. Twenty-five years is not such a long time, nor is it very old for a
college. Many colleges much older than Dordt are still smaller; Dordt
has experienced phenomonal growth. But where did it all start?
Few people realize that, although the tangible institution was
started in 1955 as the Dordt seal proudly states, the idea was
originally presented by one classis to four others in 1937, when the
possiblity of establishing a Christian Junior College in the Midwest
was first explored. Any efforts were postponed with the outbreak of
World War II in 1941,but the idea continued to thrive. Variations were
suggested: should it be a junior college? a summer school? an extension of Calvin? These possibilities were considered by various
organizations including the Western Alliance of Christian Schools,
the Western Christian High School Board, and a special synodical
committee. The four reasons for establishing such a school were
these:
1. Many Christian high school graduates were lost to public
institutions of higher learning, simply because Calvin was too
far away.
2. An area junior college would raise the standards of the area
Christian schools.
3. There was a sensed need for higher education.
4. The college would be valuable in raising the cultural standards
of the area.
In the year 1953, some concrete decisions were finally made. A
board was etected, and a constitution was adopted, first a provisional
one, and later, a final version. By 1955, the board had decided to
build. What is now the "old classroom building" was erected at the
cost of $85,000.The ground-breaking ceremony took place on March
12, 1955 and in May, the cornerstone, bearing the words Soli Oeo
Gloria, was laid. These words, "To God Alone Be the Glory," were to
become the motto of this institution. On September 1, 1955, Midwest
Christian Junior College was dedicated and on the 14th, it opened its
doors to 35 students. They were taught by five professors: Dr. Peter
Van Beek (German, Latin, Greek), Dr. Douglas Ribbens (Education),

Rev. C. Van Schouwen (Bible, Psychology), Mr. Nick Van Til (History,
Philosophy) and Mr. L. R. Haan (English), who also served as librarian
and registrar.
Already in January of 1956, the school's name was becoming
cumbersome and the college was renamed Dordt College, taking its
name from the Synod of Dordrecht, which met in 1618·1619to combat
the rise and spread of the Arminian heresy.
The first year's operating costs were $35,000, with tuition
ranging from $60 to $140 per semester. All 35 students belonged to
the choir directed by Mr. Van Til, and one play was produced.
In 1957,Dordt's two-year teacher training program was approved
by the state and that year, nineteen sophomores graduated. Also,
Rev. B. J. Haan, a board member and strong supporter of the
Christian college movement, was appointed as acting president. In
1959, Rev. Haan was officially chosen as president of Dordt College,
and four years later, in 1963,this post became a full-time position.
In May, 1957, a $60,000addition was approved; it was to include
facilities for chapel, physical education, science, and dining. Dordt
was growing rapidly, more rapidly than most people had expected.
The growth that occurred in the sixties and seventies could best
be documented on a calendar, for almost every school year saw additions to the curriculum, or new buildings on campus.
In 1962, the Music-Administration Building, now the ArtAdministration Building, was erected. In the 63-64 school year, a
junior year was added, since Dordt's four-year program had been approved. Also in 1964,West Hall, Dordt's first campus dormitory, was
built, and the dining hall, known to most students as the Commons,
was completed. In 1966,with more mouths to feed, a wing was added
to the east side of the Commons. The library was constructed and
another dorm for women was put up. This dorm, North Hall, now
houses 200 men every school year. Dordt first offered a major in
Sociology this same year.
By 1968, Dordt had 810 students enrolled and a new Science
BUilding. Also constructed that year was the Physical Education
Building with a gymnasium. The next year, Dordt first offered a touryear Bachelor of Arts degree and 987 students were enrolled. Majors
in Astronomy, Drama, Business Education and Business Administration had been added; the Commons had its own addition of a
west wing.
Continued on Page 3
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From the President's Pen
by Rev. B. j. Haan

Anniversary Time
at Dordt

June 1980

SCHOLARSHIPS,
AWARDS,
GRANTS,
ANNOUNCED
A number of scholarships are given out
every spring at Dordt and the winners have
been announced as follows:
Minnie Julia Dahm Scholarship
Medical Students
Mark Link; Sioux Falls, SD

Saturday, May 3,1980, was a happy day
at Dordt College. It was the official beginning of our 25th anniversary celebration.
The afternoon was highlighted
by a series
of organ numbers by the Dordt students.
Several visitors came in and out of the
chapel to relax and listen to the beautiful
organ strains that filled the auditorium.
Some stayed for the full two-hour variety of
stately melodies.
Others
roamed about the campus,
visiting with friends, touring the buildings,
and generally enjoying the exceptionally
beautiful weather. Then came the supper
hour. What a lovely event this turned out to
be. Students, faculty, board members, and a
goodly number of the Dordt constituents
experienced
delightful
fellowship
around
the tables.
There was particular
appreciation for all the pies which the many
devoted women from the Sioux Center Orange City area contributed to the cause.
Throughout the years the women from the
entire
Northwest
Iowa territory
have
demonstrated
amazing
loyalty
and
dedication to the college. We praise God for
them and for the blessings we have experienced because of their continued loving
support.
But the highlight of the day was the
evening anniversary celebration program in
the chapel. What a wonderful experience
that was. The main feature of the night was
the miscellaneous
program including the
male chorus, piano duet, tenor solo, three
trumpeters,
organ solo, alumni choir and
the Dordt Concert Choir. Seldom has the
response to all the brilliant talent on Dordt's
campus been more resounding.
At this
time, there was also the first showing of the
Dordt anniversary movie film.
So the anniversary celebration time is
now ready for the road. We want to come
with the film into the various areas of our
constituents
in both Canada and the U.S.A.
With the film we shall try to bring some of
the Dordt talent. Our aim is to give our
people a good taste of the hopes and
aspirations
of Dordt College. Alumni and
other friends of the college will be invited to
participate in the anniversary plans.

As many of you already know, we are
sponsoring
an anniversary
campaign for
special funds as a means to express our
gratitude
to God and to implement
our
plans with the farm program
and the
engineering program. Our success thus far
in preliminary contacts with our people in
the local
area, and in the state
of
Washington
(Lynden, Sumas, Oak Harbor,
Mt. Vernon,
etc.) has been most encouraging. Two special gifts have been of
tremendous
help in our plans: $100,000
from the Vermeer Foundation in Pella, Iowa,
and $25,000 from the K-Products Inc. in
Orange City, Iowa.
The Banner will feature the anniversary
in a coming issue. We are eager to have our
people read this article for it expresses our
feelings and tells the basic story of Dordt's
history and blessings.
Of our many wonderful
friends and
supporters we can only utter the highest
praise. Dordt is a college of God's people.
That is and should remain its distinguishing
mark. If Dordt continues to stay close to its
godly friends, it can be assured of the
richest favor of the Lord in its academic performance.

Over the past few years Dordt
College has assisted many families in
their estate planning
process. The
result for each family has been a comprehensive
plan which reduces income taxes and estate settlement
costs.
Should you desire further information concerning our estate planning
service please write to: The Director of
Financial
Planning,
Dordt College,
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250. Personal
endorsements
from individuals who
have been assisted by this program
will be furnished to qualified inquirers
who show a genuine interest in the
program.
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Minnie Julia Dahm Scholarship
ical Technology Students

for

for

Pre-

Med-

Ruth Dykhouse; Volga, SO
Ringerwole Organ Scholarship
Laura Vander Windt; Le Mars, IA
Dahm Memorial Music Scholarships
Jr. - Julie Folkerts Hulstein; Inwood, IA
So. - Pam Grotenhuis; Hospers, IA
Fr. - Cathy Ross; Kalispell, MT
R. J. Dykstra Scholarship for Business
ministration Students
Jake Vandermey; Beamsville, ON
Mark Veurink; Harrison, SD

Ad-

Martin Seven Awards

English (writing)
1st - Bonnie Miedema; Alton, IA
2nd· Dan Zinkand; Sioux Center, IA
Classical Languages
William Willemstyn; Jenison, MI
Jack Van De Hoef; Springfield, ON
Physical Education
Ron Van Drlel: Burnaby, BC
Vonda Bjorkland; Volga, SD
Mathematics (given to high school seniors)
1st- Duane Einfeld; Seattle, WA
2nd· Cindy Elgersma; Sanborn, IA
Kent Kuipers; Platte, SD

Speech
Oratory
tst - Bill Koopmans; Telkwa, BC
2nd - Jack Van De Hoef; Springfield, ON
Program on a Theme
1st - Bonnie Miedema; Alton, IA
2nd - Kim Buss; Bloomington, MN
Radio News Reporting
1st- Kevin Bosma; Sanborn, IA
2nd· Bob Grotennuts; Sioux Center, lA
Dordt College Music Grants (given to high
school seniors)
Brenda De Wit; Sioux Center, IA
Dave Van Kley; Rock Valley, IA
John Maas; Lynden, WA
Carla Dorhout; Rock Valley, IA
Jeanne Koekkoek; Sioux Center, IA
Lyndon Gntters: Sioux Center, lA
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1968 also brought Oordt's radio station, KOCR, into existence.
This station has grown from a small experimental communication
center to a professional, well-coordinated station, soon to be equipped with translators to reach even more listeners than is currently
possible.
In 1970,to start off a new decade, East Hall was built to house
200 women, and an addition to include faculty offices was also put in.
The following year, the Student Union Building, complete with
lounge, snack bar, bookstore, game room and bowling lanes, was added. This hang-out was quickly nicknamed the SUB and is still the
most popular place on campus.
In 1972, a Psychology major was added and in 1973, a Communication major and the two-year Secretarial Science program were
first included in the curriculum.
In 1976,another jump in enrollment prompted the construction
of the first East Campus Apartment building, a complex of eight apartments with light housekeeping facilities. The following two years
saw the addition of five more of these complexes, some with and
some without light housekeeping. This popular form of housing
provides the upperclassmen with the advantagesof off-campus living
without the feeling of isolation from campus and fellow-students.
In 1977, besides three new apartment bulldlnqs, Oordt now
boasted three new majors: Social Services, a serious study of social
problems and theories and their practical applications and solutions;
Theatre Arts, an expanded study of all facets of theatre productions
utilizing a new workshop and an experimental theatre, the New World
Theatre; Art, another major which helped students at this liberal arts

CONSTITUENCY
TO SHARE
IN 25TH
ANNIVERSARY
Oordt will be sending its 25th Anniversary film "on the road" in the coming months.
Programs will be held in areas of large
student draw and constituency; the film will
be featured and a representative of Oordt
will give a short address on the history of
the college and its future Kingdom work. All
friends of Oordt, especially those unable to
participate
in the May 3 campus
celebration, will be heartily welcomed at
these gatherings.
Also
in conjunction
with
this
milestone, Oordt will be conducting a 25th
Anniversary Campaign. This drive will give
the constituency an opportunity to help two
programs at Oordt develop: the Agriculture
program and the new Engineering program.
(for more details, see From the President's
Pen).

Vice President for Development Lyle
Gritters commented on these plans: "The
programs will give our constituency a
chance to share in the celebration of
thanksgiving for Oordt's 25 years of
Christian service. We will have a chance to
thank them for their constant support in the
past, and they will have the opportunity to
pledge their support for the future."
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college to see God in all of Creation.
1978 brought two more apartment buildings and two more
majors. These majors were long-awaited by many nearby college
hopefuls, as welt as many from farther away: Agriculture and AgriBusiness. The success of this program is evident in the fact that this
three-year old program already has the third largest enrollment of
students per major, second only to Education and Business. With the
advent of the Oordt farm, this field looks even more promising to the
younq Christian farmer who is seriously considering higher
education.
1979 was a year of massive expansion. An important field of
study, that of Political Science, was added, enabling students to
study the role of the Christian in politics more intensely. The campus
grew phenomonally last year. Of course, the most obvious addition
was the Chapel-Music Center, with its ample music facilities and
auditorium, complete with a thundering pipe organ. The Science
Building added a wing which includes a large lecture hall, the Commons was renovated to provide a better system of feeding students
and accomodating larger events, and the Phys-Ed Building added a
wing which provided a lobby, more seating for sports events, and
other facilities such as a weight room and racquetball court.
And Oordt still continues to grow. In the future of Dordt is a new
Engineering program and an experimental farm. norot's vision and
prayer has always been Soli Oeo Gloria: "To God Alone Be the Glory."
We rejoice that Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa, can celebrate 25
years of blessings, and we pray that God will continue to favor this
institution of Christian higher education in the future.

Dordt's 1980
Commencement Significant
College graduations are often permeated with tradition, but this year Dordt's commencement was significantly different. Many of the more cherished traditions were upheld.
Graduation was held on the second Friday in May-the ninth this year-and was in the
gymnasium at 10:00a.rn.,open to the public, as it has been in past years. The 183 graduates
of the class of 1980wore the traditional black caps and gowns and received their diplomas
from Rev. Haan. The Concert Choir performed for the final time as a group, as they have
done every year, and the Alma Mater was sung.
But this year, there was no speaker central to the graduation exercises. Instead, the
graduates, their parents, the faculty, and members of the audience participated in a
liturgy written around the theme "Not Conformed ... But Transformed," based on Romans
12:1-2:
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-which is your spiritual worship. Do
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's
will is-his good, pleasing and perfect wil1."
The liturgy included participation by all those attending, and President B. J. Haan
gave a short ten-minute address, but this was the only speech of any kind. Rather than
being presented in the alphabetical order, which follows a student throughout his scholastic
life, the graduates were presented and acknowledged by divisions of study. These divisions
include social sciences, natural sciences, arts, perspectives, education and languagel
literature. Upon receiving their diplomas, the students were addressed by faculty representatives from their particular area who reminded them that they had been trained for their
particular field in the light of the Scriptures and that it was now their task to transform
that area of life according to the demands of God's Word and to the glory of His Name.
The students responded with an affirmation of their commitment to serve God their chosen
field, each group concluding their response with the words Soli Oeo Gloria.
Dr. Boeve, Chairman of the Board of Dordt College, closed in a prayer taken from
Psalm 90. Although the traditions surrounding commencement are held to closely by many,
the changes made in this year's exercises served to make the occasion more meaningful
to the 1980graduates and their parents, as well as the faculty and students.
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Sports Wind-Up
Baseball
With a final record of 10-12-1, Dordt's
baseball team finished the season just
below the .500 mark. Dave Vander Schaaf, a
sophomore from Sioux Center, led the team
in batting with a .339 average. First
baseman Denny Van Zanten, a junior from
Luverne, Minnesota, was a close second
with .300.
This year's team will be losing two
seniors: Ed Katje, a second baseman from
Orange City, and co-captain Dan Westra, a
catcher from Pella, Iowa.
Golf
Despite excellent weather for spring
golf, the team started slowly and did not
rise to their full potential this season, losing
six out of their nine meets.
Dean Visser, one of the four seniors on
the team, golfed the most consistently and
turned in the best average of the team.
Verlan Van Ee and Henry Hellinga also added good scores. Keith Coffer saw limited
action, but also did well. Sophomores Stanton Visser and Wayne Visser also contributed good scores, and Wayne was cited
by Coach Abe Bas as the most improved
player on the team.
Men's Track
The men's
track
program
was
highlighted by two outstanding distance
runners: Jerrold Wynia, a sophomore from
Sibley, Iowa, and Greg Kuiper, a junior from
Hospers, Iowa. Both men set new records in
the 10,000 meter run; Jerrold also set a new
record for the 5,000 meter. Roger Koele, a
sophomore from Sioux Center, established
himself as a outstanding sprinter, breaking
records in both the 100 and 200 meters.
The two-mile relay record is now under

Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

eight minutes, thanks to the under twominute halves run by Len Fakkema from
Oak Harbor, Washington, and Bob Reichert,
from Hastings, Nebraska. Two freshmen,
Dan Kroeze from Orange City, Iowa, and
Harv Vandeburgt from Hull, Iowa, were also
on this team. Jim Bouma, a junior from
Bradenton, Florida, broke school records in
both the discus and the javelin throws.
Women's Softball
The women's softball team consisted
mainly of freshmen this year. They finished
with a record of 2-5 in conference competiton; in the sectional competition held in
Pella, they were 1-5. They were never beaten
badly, however, and showed good improvement over the duration of the season.
Juniors Barb Boer from Sioux Center,
and Jayne De Bruin from Oskaloosa, Iowa,
were both chosen as the most valuable
players and led the team throughout the
season. Diane Dirksen was the top batter
and Sue Boer had the best fielding average
this year. Both Diane and Sue are freshmen
from Sanborn and Sibley, Iowa, respectively.
Women's Track
Linda Kroon, a sophomore from Sioux
Center, was the state champion in the 100
meter and 400 meter hurdles, tor the second
year in a row. She also set school records in
the 200 meter dash and both hurdle races
this year.
Shirley Boon, a freshman from Oak
Harbor, Washington, broke records in shotput, discus and javelin, and Sharon Wiersma from Ephrata, Washington, established
a new high jump record. The women's track
team finished second in conference meets
and fourth out of twelve in the state competition.
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Newsbriefs
Hockey Team Tours
The Dordt Blades played a threegame tournament in Smithers, British
Columbia, during part of their Spring
Break, March 27·29. Their opponents,
the Warriors, were an all-star team
from the local church league and
were victorious in all three games,
with final scores of 8-3, 4-2, and 7-2.
The tournament,
sponsored by a
Smithers businessman, was wellattended and welt-played. Travelling
with the Blades was team advisor
Professor Case Boot and Dordt's
president B. J. Haan.

Dordt Hosts
Choral Festival
On Friday, April 18, students
from eight Christian high schools
gathered on Dordt's campus for
workshops
and performances
in
vocal music. Solos and ensembles
were critiqued in the morning, as
were performances on organ and
piano. In the afternoon, each of the
individual choirs worked with members of Dordt'e music faculty for a
half-hour. All the schools joined in an
evening concert,
performing
individually and in a mass choir of over
750 voices.
High schools participating
included Unity Christian, Orange City,
lA; Western Christian, Hull, IA; Faith
Christian, Bigelow, MN; Central Minnesota Christian,
Prinsburg, MN;
Southwest
Minnesota
Christian,
Edgerton, MN; Sioux Falls Christian,
Sioux Falls, SO; Dakota Christian,
New Holland, SO; and Kalamazoo
Christian, Kalamazoo, MI.

Klapwijk Visits Campus
Dr. Jacob Klapwijk, Lecturer of
Modern
and
Contemporary
Philosophy at the Free University of
Amsterdam
in the Nethertahd.s,
visited Dordt in April. He addressed
members of the faculty and student
body in three different
lectures:
"Science and Social Responsibility in
Neo-Marxist and Christian Perspective," "Calvin and Neo-Calvinism on
Non-Christian
Philosophy,"
and
"Kuyper and Dooyeweerd and the
Struggle for Christian Philosophy."
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